
October 10, 2016 Minutes for Regular Board Meeting 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF OWOSSO CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD 

October 10, 2016 

The Owosso Charter Township Board of Trustees met in regular session on Monday, October 10, 2016 at 7:00 

PM in the Township Board Room located at 410 S. Delaney Road, Owosso, Michigan 48867.  

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER  

Supervisor Miller called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

2.  ROLL CALL 

PRESENT:  Trustee Krajcovic, Clerk Skvarenina, Supervisor Miller, Treasurer Cudney, Trustee Archer 

and Trustee Chrenka. Trustee Schultz absent. 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Attorney Lynne Bowne, Assessor Steve Schweikert, Building/Zoning Inspector Robert Delaney, Fire Chief   

Johnson, Assistant Fire Chief Mike Thornburg, MMR Matthew Kehn 

 

3.  AGENDA     

Supervisor Miller requested that under Unfinished Business to cross off line item A, the audit report will take 

place at the November board meeting. Move C, Summary of Landfill / Water Issue, down to F. Assessor. 

Trustee Krajcovic moved to accept the agenda with a second from Treasurer Cudney. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

     

4.  MINUTES:  September 12, 2016  

Treasurer Cudney made a motion seconded by Trustee Chrenka to accept the minutes of the September 12, 

2016. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

5.  FINANCIAL REPORT: September 30, 2016 

Trustee Krajcovic mentioned that we have two CD’s coming due in November. Treasurer Cudney replied that 

we have several road bills coming due in General Fund and we may have to cash a couple of the CD’s. Trustee 

Krajcovic made a motion, seconded by Trustee Archer to accept the September 30, 2016 Financial Reports. 

Roll Call was taken and passed unanimously. 

 

6.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

     A. Bob Ardelean, 2200 N M-52, apologized to Clerk Skvarenina for getting the floor dirty. He wasn’t aware 

that that was happening. 

           

7.   COUNTY COMMISSION/STATE REP COMMENTS 

     

8.  CEMETERY REPORT  

Total Revenue for September 2016 was $1900. A copy of the report is available and on file at the township hall.    

    

9.  ASSESSOR’S REPORT 

The quarterly Report is available and on file at the township hall. 

  

10.  FIRE REPORT 

Chief Johnson presented the Fire Report. 
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*        The department responded to 4 alarms in September 2016.          

*        Training this month was touring Georgia Pacific and Crop Production. 

*        Eight firefighters attended a traffic a safety seminar. 

* Chief Johnson requested to hire Blake Mars. Blake lives in the city of Owosso but very close to Station  

 #1. A motion was made to hire Blake Mars by Clerk Skvarenina with a second by Treasurer Cudney.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

* Shiawassee County Fire Academy is being hosted by Owosso Charter Township’s Station #2. We have  

three new recruits attending this year; Chris Carpenter, Mitch Grove, Blake Mars.  

 

11.  AMBULANCE REPORT 

MMR representative Matthew Kehn presented the MMR Report. 

*         There were 31 transports for Owosso Charter Township for August 2016. 

*         There were 14 Mutual Aid and 1 Intercept   

*          The Ambulance report is available and on file at the township hall 

             

12.  BUILDING INSPECTOR/CODE ENFORCER 

A total of 32 permits, $10,611 in building permits were reported for the month of September 2016. The 

complete report is available and on file at the township hall.  

 

13. UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

      A. Mr. Pat May / Crest Marine – IFT for Crest Marine 

Mr. Justin Horvath, SEDP spoke about National Composite. National Composite which is a subsidiary of Crest 

Marine, which has purchased Wausaukie Composite and are requesting a Rehabilitation Exemption, Public Act 

198. This exemption is different from the usual IFT. This is a request to freeze the property tax valuation in 

order to rehabilitate the property with upgrades and investments in the property. The first step is to conduct a 

public hearing to create a Rehabilitation District, then a public hearing on the application. 

Mr. May was not available to be at the board meeting, however Mr. Joe Antonneau was in attendance. Crest 

Marine is not only the fastest growing company in the county, but also the fastest growing company in the 

marine industry. With the acquisition of Wausaukie Composite, now known as National Composite, the growth 

will continue. In 2010, when the new ownership took place, there were 40 employees. Now there are over 200 

employees, and with the purchase of Wausaukie, the plan is to increase to 300 employees in the next 12 months. 

The new acquisition will allow National Composite to grow outside of making pontoon boats. The plan is to 

continue to get new business; medical, agricultural, etc. Trustee Archer asked if the 100 employee growth will 

be at Crest Marine or National Composite. Mr. Antonneau answered that the growth will be in National 

Composite. There will be some growth at Crest. They are always looking for good employees. Trustee Chrenka 

asked about welding and robotics. Mr. Antonneau replied that just this week, they invested $1,000,000 in 

robotics, with the installation staring this week. Starting wage at Crest is $12 - $16 per hour depending on the 

experience level. The robotics will not reduce the number of welders that Crest employs. Trustee Krajcovic 

asked about the paperwork for the IFT. Mr. Brent Jones stated that in order to have the IFT in place by the end 

of the year everything must be in to the State Tax Commission by October 30. The creation of the 

Rehabilitation District will take place on October 26 at 6 PM., with the request of the IFT, public notice, also on 

October 26, 6 PM.  Clerk Skvarenina made a motion to hold a public meeting to create a Rehabilitation District, 

and to approve/deny an IFT Application from National Composite, to be held on October 26 at 6 PM with a 

second from Treasurer Cudney. Roll call taken and passed unanimously.  
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      B. Timberland Development $5,000 Issue Per the Punch List 

Supervisor Miller held a meeting with Chief Johnson, Planning and Zoning Administrator Delaney, Ron Fors, 

Toney Burkholder, Shawn Scepka. The Punch list was discussed and a plan was created. Supervisor Miller has 

requested that the $5,000 that was being held upon completion, be paid to Timberland. Clerk Skvarenina 

explained that Owosso Charter Township paid a $900.00 invoice on October 10, 2016 that had been billed to 

Timberland last July, and has not been paid. (Refer to 15. PAYMENT OF BILLS) Therefore, the balance owed 

to Timberland is $4,100. Trustee Chrenka feels like Timberland has worked pretty hard to complete the punch 

list. Clerk Skvarenina and Treasurer Cudney said that when all the work is completed, then a check for $4,100 

will be issued, but that it should not be paid until such time. Trustee Chrenka made a motion to pay Timberland 

$4,100 with a second from Trustee Archer. Roll call was taken; Trustee Krajcovic = No, Clerk Skvarenina = 

No, Supervisor Miller = Yes, Treasurer Cudney = No. Trustee Archer = Yes, Trustee Chrenka = Yes. Motion 

fails. 

    

      D. Summary of Landfill / Water Issue 

Two meetings have taken place regarding the Fisher Landfill issue. After the second meeting on September 29, 

an agreement was made between the residents and Dickinson Wright PLLC, representing the Shiawassee 

Sanitary Landfill Group, that there would not be a mandatory hook up, but that the water lines would be laid 

right up to the houses and there also would not be a hook up fee once the residents were ready to go onto the 

city water. At that time, per state law, the homeowners well will be capped. The seventeen homes that were 

found to have some contamination, will have to hook into the city water. Attorney Bowne mentioned that the 

plans are on hold for the 2016 year, but will commence in the spring of 2017. By law, an ordinance has to have 

a penalty. A penalty does not have to be applied. A few of the questions were:  will money be set aside if the 

resident does not want to hook up; will the city water lines be laid right up to the house; how will the city know 

where to lay the water lines; meters will be also hooked up at no expense to the home owner, will the residents 

have to pay the monthly water payments, why do the residents have to pay more than city residents. There has 

been activity along the landfill and several residents think they are putting in a road, and trees have been 

removed. Dickinson Wright PLLC will hold a meeting at the Owosso Charter Township on November 1, at 7 

PM. Letters will be mailed to all the residents in that area.   

 

14.  NEW BUSINESS 

      A. Chief Johnson – Fire Dept. Restructuring – Fire Chief / Battalion Chief 

The Owosso Fire Department will be celebrating its 50th year anniversary in July 2017. We have come a long 

way since a dozen guys started our fire department. Our responsibilities and liability have changed significantly. 

Chief Johnson is requesting a restructuring of the Fire Department, as well as requesting the position of Fire 

Chief be a hired position rather than a paid volunteer position. The Fire Chief is responsible for the operation of 

a very large business. Our Fire Department provides service for 9000 residents, four townships, 140 square 

miles. This is done with 25 fire fighters, 2 fire stations and 9 fire trucks. The job of the Fire Chief is no longer a 

job that a person that has a full time job can do. Chief Johnson has applied and received three grants, as well as 

lowered our ISO from 7 to 6 and is currently trying to lower it to a 5. ISO is a number used when calculating the 

resident homeowner’s insurance payment. The restructure would be from a Fire Chief, Fire Chief Assistant, and 

4 Captains to a Fire Chief, 2 Battalion Chiefs and 3 Captains. Each Battalion Chief will oversee a fire station 

and answer to the Fire Chief. Trustee Krajcovic asked if some of the Fire Chiefs responsibilities will be given to 

the Battalion Chief. Chief Johnson answered that not much would be handed to the Battalion Chief. Eventually, 

a Battalion Chief will become the Fire Chief. Trustee Chrenka asked who would be Chief Johnson choices for 

Battalion Chief. Assistant Fire Chief Thornburg would become one Battalion Chief and Chief Johnson would 

like to promote Captain Mike Ardelean to Battalion Chief. Trustee Kracjovic asked Captain Ardelean that with 
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his full time job and busy schedule, how will he find the time to commit to the position of Battalion Chief. 

Captain Ardelean answered that he is giving up many of the other jobs that he currently is holding and with 

owning his own business, he has brought his son into that business, transitioning him into running the company, 

with hopes of phasing himself out. Historically, we have budgeted $90,000 for wages and typically we expense 

around $60,000. A motion was made to create a paid position for Fire Chief at $20,000 to begin January 1, 2017 

was made by Trustee Krajcovic with a second by Treasurer Cudney. Roll call taken and passed unanimously. A 

job description for Battalion Chief will be presented at the November 14 Board meeting.  

     

      B. Snow Plow Bids 2016-2017 

The clerk’s office received two snow removal bids. R & M Snow Removal Inc. quoted $55 per hour and salt at 

23 cents per pound for the 2016/2017 Winter Season. Father & Son’s Property Maintenance quoted $55/event, 

$22.50/salt when plowing and $7.25/bag. Both bids are for 2020 N M-52 and 410 S. Delaney Road. A motion 

was made by Treasurer Cudney to accept R & M Snow Removal with a second by Trustee Archer. Roll call was 

taken and passed unanimously. 

 

15.  PAYMENT OF BILLS 

Clerk Skvarenina brought attention to the fact that there were two invoices for Smith Linestriping. A $900 

invoice for the July line striping for 410 S Delaney Road and a $4,950 invoice for refurbishing, sealing and line 

striping for Precinct 2 and Fire Station 2 on N M-52. The $900 invoice was originally billed to Timberland and 

has not been paid. Since we are paying this invoice, we will deduct $900 from the 5,000 still owed to 

Timberland. Clerk Skvarenina has spoken to Shawn Scepka and apprized him of this event. Also, there are two 

invoices from Bo-Bon Construction. The $3,250 invoice is for the canopy on the south side of the township 

hall. This is what was quoted, however the original quote was for a vaulted ceiling and the builder decided to 

install a flat ceiling to keep the wind from lifting the canopy. The second invoice for $200 is for the additional 

cost of the ceiling. A motion was made by Treasurer Cudney and seconded by Trustee Krajcovic to approve 

payment of the bills from September 13, 2016 through October 10, 2016 in the amount of $174,909.70.  A roll 

call vote was taken and passed unanimously.   

 

16. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

                  

17.  COMMUNICATIONS/BOARD COMMENTS/REPORTS 

       1. Trustee Krajcovic thanked Trustee Chrenka for the amount of work he put in for the refurbishing, sealing 

and line striping at Station 2 and Precinct 2, as well as the installation of the bumpers at the township hall. 

 

       2. Trustee Krajcovic asked Supervisor Miller if he had sent the letter out to the Cherrylawn residents that 

they were being assessed at $580 per year. Supervisor Miller said that the letter said that the residents can pay 

the assessed amount in one lump sum or pay installments of $580 plus 2% interest.   

 

       3. Trustee Chrenka mentioned that Agnew Signs has the handicap signs ready to be installed. They will be 

in by November 8, for the Presidential Election. 

   

       4.  Clerk Skvarenina mentioned that Cemetery Sexton Sparks received a compliment that the cemetery was 

gorgeous. 
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       5. Supervisor Miller mentioned that Weinert Tree Service has removed trees and it has opened the cemetery 

up. Adam Jones, Jones Concrete and Landscape is working on trimming the trees so people can walk under 

them and also seeding the spots where the trees were removed. 

         

       6. Clerk Skvarenina asked the board to approve to rent the township hall to the fire fighters for $25. Terra 

Smith, the Hall Rental Manager, would not have to let them in, close up after or clean, forgoing her $75 per 

occasion rental fee. If the Fire Fighter does not clean the hall after their party, then they will be charged the 

$100 deposit or cleaning fee. Also, on the contract, we have a charge of $125 and $150 for non-resident rental 

fee. Supervisor said that the non-resident fee is $150.  Clerk Skvarenina made a motion that the township hall 

be rented to the Owosso Charter Township fire fighters, and board members for $25 per occasion. Providing 

that they let themselves in, clean after the party, put all furniture back, lock up, they will not be charged any 

additional charge. Trustee Archer seconded the motion. Supervisor Miller wants to amend the motion that a 

$100 deposit be charged. Roll call taken; Trustee Krajcovic = Yes, Clerk Skvarenina = Yes, Supervisor Miller = 

No, Treasurer Cudney = Yes, Trustee Archer = Yes, Trustee Chrenka = Yes. Motion passed. 

 

       7. Trustee Chrenka brought up a that a meeting regarding Wind Turbines being built in Owosso Charter 

Township, Middlebury Township, Rush Township, and Fairfield Township at Rush Township on October 13 at 

7 PM.   

 

       8. Clerk Skvarenina presented a quote from Jones Concrete and Landscape, to landscape around the 

Owosso Charter Township sign that is located by Delaney Road. Supervisor Miller requested that we bring this 

up in the November regular board meeting.   

 

      18.  ADJOURNMENT 

       Motion made by Trustee Krajcovic to adjourn the meeting, with a second from Clerk Skvarenina. The 

motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

 

____________________________________________ __________________________________________ 

Patricia Skvarenina       Danny Miller 

Owosso Charter Township Clerk    Owosso Charter Township Supervisor 


